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was seen the lid of a violated sarcophagus, highly
ornamented with sculptured flowers in relief- In
most of these chambers were also seen fragments
of the stone doors which closed the innermost
sepulchres* They were of the same stone as the
excavation itself, a coarse yellowish marble; and
were, in general, about the size of a common
door in length and breadth, and three or four
inches in thickness. They were pannelled by
little mouldings, in two divisions, above and.
below, exactly in the way in which our modern
doors are made in England j * and are said, in this
particular, to resemble the pair of stone doors
still hanging in the Pantheon at Rome.

The whole of this monument, both within and
without, displays great care in the execution, and
a regularity not often observable in the more
ancient excavations of this nature* For myself,
I should not conceive it to be of very high an-
tiquity, either from ite interior platx* or from its
exterior ornaments. The observation of Maimd-
rell, that none of the kings either of Israel or
Judah were buried here, is sufficiently well-
founded to prevent this being considered as a
work of the Jewish monarchy * f and the de-
scription of Hezekiah's interment has no local

* Jlaundrcil* p. 102.
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